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Athena Inclusion guide to supporting students with Visual Impairment

Content Depth of knowledge Intended Goals Method of Instruction

Visually Impaired

(input) (input) (output)

What does it look like? Same as general Same Same Modified

Often squints to focus or closes eyes curriculum
Struggles to copy material from the board or
book

Strong listening skills

Eyes appear atypical (one eye turns in or out,
red eyes, excessive tearing)

Regularly has headaches

Strong short-term memory skills

Student turns their head whole reading across
a page

Frequently omits words while reading or
writing

Often musically creative

Skips lines unknowingly

Drawings are poorly oriented

Misaligns numbers

Uses hands to “steer” movements

Confuses left-right directions

May struggle to synthesis information

Curriculum modifications:
Set high expectations
Create opportunities to exhibit positive behaviours
Seat the student so that they are close to the teacher and board
Reduce obstacles in the physical environment
Use the students name to gain attention
Use the language of “now, then, next”
Allow alternative means of presenting knowledge (video, recording, voice to text)
Provide copies of presentations in enlarged format
Avoid asking the student to read aloud if they struggle to do so
Use highlighters to show key words or concepts
Use contrasting colours for backgrounds in presentations, objects in the class and text
Use masking tape to highlight edges or points of
Use concrete materials
Ensure the class is well lit at all times
Teach concepts explicitly with explanations for general terms (e.g. bananas and pears
are both fruit even though they feel and taste differently because they both have
seeds inside...)
Stick up directional signs for North, South, East and West, Left & Right
Remove unnecessary objects from the classroom
Establish a signal the student can use if they cannot see clearly
Flashcards / cue cards Ensure exam accommodations are provided
Bold line paper Allow additional time for tests if required
Enlarged text Allow the student to move around the class to see information on the walls

Text to speech support Enlarge text

Resources to support this student:
Highlighter
Magnifier
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